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2007 343,559 37,560(10.9) 28,580(8.3) 8,980(2.7)

2008 327,715 36,204(11.0) 28,163(8.6) 8,041(2.5)
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L8 1 2008, WSS EN
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<Abstract>

A Discussion of Aesthetic Words(Bi No Goi) in Japanese Language
— Kuhashi, Kiyoshi, Utsukushi —

Words reflect the state of mind. Among various classes of words, aesthetic words must
be representing uniquely well how people think, create and use their language because
they are closely linked to traditional, social, and spiritual values of the society. Hence,
studying aesthetic words can be important and conducive to truly understanding a specific
language, including Japanese. Unfortunately, these aesthetic words have not drawn enough
attention of researchers yet in Korea although scholars in Japan and the western hemisphere
are paying more and more attention to these words in understanding Japanese language.

To compare key aesthetic words in Japanese this study scrutinizes the three most
important Japanese classics: Manyoushu, Makuranosousi, and Genjimonogatari.. Three
aesthetic words are chosen for consideration: kuhashi, kiyoshi, and utsukushi. The study
finds that there was a significant change in the meaning of these words over the period
between 8th century in Nara period and early 11th century in Heian period. This paper
also provides varied meanings and classifications of these aesthetic words in different

Japanese classics according to different periods.
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JE R HT(Quantitative analysis),
2ili#E (Instruction in Japanese conversation)
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DIEIED 6. FEOHARL 2 3 2 =7 —2 3 {7hd. DRI
TEL Nz BIT 500 &0 L3, 27 ) Bl DR EFF>Z £ 5
M > TETnb, Mo IEHEIIITE & U CHERIIC LR~ 207"
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Studies in tunrtaking in Japanese native speakers’ conversations :
Quantitative analysis of interviews

The purpose of this study is to quantitatively analyze “Turn-taking” in Japanese native
speakers’ conversations. The number of base subjects totals 24 enabling the analysis of
speakers according to age, sex, dialect, and first-time meetings.

We analyzed and coded the utterances which followed turn-taking when an interviewer
addressed 24 Japanese native speakers.

As a result, "back-channel feedback" was observed to be a principal element in turn-
taking, Thus, just as short back-channel feedback has been shown to advance conversations
in previous studies, this study found that back-channel feedback performed a similar role
in turn-taking as well.

In addition, such empirical analyses of actual data will enable us to offer effective and
realistic materials for instructing nonnative speakers in the techniques of Japanese

conversation construction.
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